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1. course objectives 

Biotechnology generally concerns the application of cellular and molecular 

biology to make or modify products or processes. It includes scientific and 

industrial disciplines focused on understanding and manipulating living or 

biologically-active material at the molecular level, often involving DNA 

techniques and the analysis of genetic information. Modern biotechnology is 

expected to lead to important breakthroughs in many fields, such as health, food, 

energy, and the environment. 

While the patentability criteria prescribed in patent laws apply to inventions in all 

fields of technology in the same manner, the application of patent law to 

biotechnological inventions has to deal with a number of particularities that may 

not exist in the same way in other areas of technology. This paper seeks to 

provide insight into the expanding scope of Life Patent in Biotechnology, along 

with the inevitable challenges it brings from a worldwide lens on the matter. 

 

2. teaching methodology 

Collegial presentation 

Interactive pedagogical techniques 

Case study method 

Articles based discussions 

Debate oriented and negotiation rounds on critical environmental issues 

Legislative and case analysis of Landmark and latest legal instruments and case 

laws respectively 

Documentary screening and open house discussions 

Surprise tests on fortnight /weekly basis 

 

3. Course outcomes  

 The students after the completion of this course are expected to have 

fundamental knowledge on Life Patent in Bio-Technology.  

 They shall be capable of knowing the core issues Life Patent in Bio-

Technology.  

 They will be equipped with interest to take up Intellectual Property Law a 

subject at honours levels, Masters Level and PhD level. 

 

4. Course Evaluation Method 

The course evaluation is divided into:  

Internal Assessment: 70% (140 Marks) 



External Assessment: 30% (60 Marks) 

 

Sl. 

No. 
Internal Assessment  

1. Assignments(Written/ Presentation Mode) 40 Marks 

2. Seminar/Group Discussion 20 Marks 

3. Internal Examinations 70 Marks 

4. Attendance 10 Marks 

5. Semester End Examination 60 Marks 

 

5. detailed structure of the course (specifying course 

MODULE I 

Biotechnology, History of Biotechnology, Biotechnology and Law, Biotechnology 

and IPR regime, Life Patent and Biotechnology. 

 

MODULE II 

TRIPS obligations and Patenting in Biotechnology, WTO and Patents in 

Biotechnology, WTO Patents Rules, WIPO and Biotechnology Patents, 

 

MODULE III 

Nature and types of Biotechnology Patents, Product Patent, Process Patent, 

Biotech Patent Doctrine: Novelty, Non-obviousness, Utility, Inventive step, Non-

Patentable Biotechnological inventions. 

 

MODULE IV 

Biotechnology Patenting in India, The new challenges of International 

Patentability in Biotechnology, Position of Gene Patents in India and abroad, 

Ethics and Patentability in Biotechnology. 
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